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The specimens of Meconopsis which were recently collected in the Sino-Himalayan 
regions were identified based on monographic papers by Taylor (1934), Grey-Wilson 
(2000), Ohba (2006), and others. Although the taxonomy of Meconopsis horridula and 
the allied species is still insufficient, five species, M. racemosa, M. horridula, M. 
prattii, M. rudis, M. prainiana, are here recognized with some transitional forms among 
them. Notes are given for each species except for M. integrifolia and M. pseudo- 
integrifolia. A new name, M. psilonomma Farrer var. sinomaculata (Grey-Wilson) H. 
Ohba is proposed. 
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The genus Meconopsis, distributed dis¬ 
junctively in Europe and Sino-Himalaya, has 
been studied by several workers since Prain 
(1895, 1915) and Taylor (1934). Grey- 
Wilson (2000) published a rather well- 
prepared commentary of the all known 
species with many photographs, and Wu and 
Chuang (1999) treated the Chinese species. 

Recently Ohba (2006) published an ac¬ 
count of the genus Meconopsis in Japanese, 
in which he recognized 50 species with some 
uncertain ones. Since 1983 a large amount of 
the specimens of Meconopsis have been col¬ 
lected from various areas in the Sino- 
Himalayan region. During their determina¬ 
tions we have noticed some remarkable 
occurrence beyond the known range and 
extraordinal variations in some species. This 
paper aims to publish a new name and list 
the specimens newly obtained with neces¬ 
sary notes on the occurrence or variations. 


1) Meconopsis bella Prain in J. Asiatic 
Soc. Bengal 63 : 82 (1894) - G. Taylor, Acc. 
Meconopsis : 105 (1934) - Grey-Wilson, 
Poppies: 159 (2000) - H. Ohba, Meconop¬ 
sis : 189, fig. 25 (2006). 

Specimens collected: Nepal. Dhaulagiri Zone, 
Mustang Distr., around Ommang, alt. 4330 m (T. 
Hoshino & al. 9666120, 1 Aug. 1996, TI); Muktinath, 
alt. 3650-4200 m (Y. Iokawa & al. 20020231, 15 Jul. 
2000, TI); Gandaki Zone, Gorkha Distr., around 
Thangmanang Kharka, alt. 3740 m (M. Suzuki & al., 
9485324, 6 Aug. 1954, TI); Sagarmatha Zone, 
Solukhumbu Distr., around Khola Lharka, alt. 4100 m 
(M. Wakabayashi & al. 9715099, 7 Aug. 1997, TI). 

This is distributed in a narrow range from 
Central Nepal eastward to Bhutan, and 
seems to be common in Mustang and Gorkha 
Districts in Central Nepal near the western 
border of the range. 

2) Meconopsis dhwojii G. Taylor ex T. 
Hay in New FI. Silva 4 : 225, fig. 82 
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Fig. 1. Left. Meconopsis dhwojii G. Taylor ex T. Hay. Nepal. Bgmati Zone: Rasuwa Distr., Langtang-Kyangjin Kharka (H. Takayama & al. 9239138, TI). 
Right. M. pseudohorridula C. Y. Wu & H. Chuang. China. Yunnan: Deqen Xian, Suola (S. Wu & al. 103539, TI). 
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(1932) - G. Taylor, Acc. Meconopsis : 37 
(1934) - Grey-Wilson, Poppies: 170 
(2000) - H. Ohba, Meconopsis : 151, fig. 11 
(2006). [Fig. 1, right] 

Specimens collected: Nepal. Gosainkund, alt. 4250 
m (S. B. Malla & H. Kanai 674903, 26 Aug. 1969, TI); 
Gosainkund Lake, alt. 4260 m (H. Kanai & S. B. Mall 
15087, 27 Aug. 1969, TI); Gopte-Gosaikund, alt. 
12000 ft (Saman & Bista 13215, 14 Jun. 1969, TI); 
Bagmati Zone, Rasuwa Distr., Langtang-Kyangjin 
Kharka, alt. 3450 m (H. Takayama & al. 9239138, 13 
Jul. 1992, TI). 

This has been considered erromeously as 
a poor individual of M. paniculata Prain, but 
well distinguished from that by the spreading 
hairs on capsules and hairs on leaves with a 
blackish red purple base. A resembling 
species, Meconopsis gracilipes G. Taylor, 
differs from this in having more or less 
caducous hairs without blackish red purple 
base, and capsules with ascending hairs. The 
collections from Gosainkund are noticeable, 
because the type localities of two related 
species, M. paniculata and M. napaulensis 
DC., are Gosainkund. We have examined no 
specimens of the interspecific hybrids 
between M. dhwojii and these species col¬ 
lected there. 

3) Meconopsis grandis Prain in J. Asiatic 
Soc. Bengal 64 : 320 (1895) - G. Taylor, 
Acc. Meconopsis : 68 (1934) - Grey-Wilson, 
Poppies: 175 (2000) - H. Ohba, Meconop¬ 
sis : 179, fig. 24 (2006). 

Specimen collected: Nepal. Koshi Zone, Sankhuwa 
Sabha Distr., Dasa, alt. 3880 m (M. Suzuki & al. 
885060, TI). 

The plant has purple flowers with orange 
coloured anthers. Meconopsis grandis rang¬ 
ing from eastern Nepal to Bhutan through 
Sikkim and S Tibet, seems to be rather rare 
in Nepal except for the far eastern area. 

4) Meconopsis impedita Prain in Kew 
Bull. 1915: 162 (1915) - G. Taylor, Acc. 
Meconopsis : 82 (1934) - Grey-Wilson, 
Poppies: 183 (2000) - H. Ohba, Meconop¬ 


sis : 213, fig. 49 (2006). 

Specimens collected: China. Sichuan. Daocheng 
Xian, aroung Gongga Shan, 4620 m (S. Wu & al. 56, 
5 Aug. 1997, KUN, TI); between Xiaocheng and 
Sandui; pass at summit of Wuming Shan, 29°8 2 , E, 
100°2'33"N, 4600-4700 m (D. E. Boufford & al. 
28160, 2 July 1998, TI). Yunnan. Zhongdian Xian, 
Haba Xueshan, Haba Hai, 4400 m (S. Wu & al. 
103908, 8 Aug. 1999, KUN, TI). 

This is well distinguished from the other 
species by the sparsely strigose-hairy entire 
or shallowly sinuate leaves with pale green 
undersurface, the cylindrical, usuallly 
unbranched rootstock to 1 cm across and the 
solitary blue purplish flowers. Wu & al. 
103908 has blackish purple red anthers, but 
those of others examined are ivory before 
dehiscence. 

5) Meconopsis horridula and the allied 
species 

The delimitation of M. horridula and the 
allied has still diversed by workers. Taylor 
(1934) regarded all the following species as 
the synonyms of M. horridula. In this list of 
the specimens we follow Grey-Wilson 
(2000) tentatively, except for the treatment 
of M. prainina. 

a. Meconpsis racemosa Maxim, in Bull. 
Acad. Sci. St.-Petersb. 23: 310 (1877). 

[Fig. 2, left] 

Specimens collected in China. Xizang (Tibet). 
Zongang Xian, Dongda La, border of Markam and 
Zogang Xian, alt. 5100-5300 m (D. E. Boufford & al. 
29486, 17 July 2000, A, TI). 

b. Meconopsis horridula Hook. f. & 
Thomson, FI. Ind. 1: 252 (1855) - Grey- 
Wilson, Poppies: 179 (2000) - H. Ohba, 
Meconopsis : 210, fig. 48 (2006). 

[Fig. 2, right] 

Specimens collected in China. Sichuan. Daocheng 
Xian, Haixi, 4560 m (S. Wu & al. 2287, 18 Aug. 1996, 
KUN, TI). Xizang (Tibet). Maizhokunggar Xian, Mt. 
Milha Shan, 4900 m (S. G. Wu & al. 106067, 6 Aug. 
2001, KUN, TI); (S. Akiyama & al. 106417, 6 Aug. 
2001, KUN, TI); Biru Xian, Xiaquka, between Sog 




Fig. 2. Left. Meconopsis horridula Hook. f. & Thomson. China. Xizang: Biru Xian, between Sog Xian and Nagqu (D. E. Boufford & al. 30011, TI). Right. 
M. racemosa Maxim. China. Xizang (Tibet): Zongang Xian, Dongda La (E. E. Boufford & al. 29486, TI). 
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Xian and Nagqu (Nakchu), alt. 4300 m (D. E. Boufford 
& al. 30011, 11 Aug. 2000, TI); Maizhokunggar Xian, 
ca. 5 km W of pass on road between Maizhokunggar 
(Medro Gongkar) and Linzhi (Nyingtri), E of the town 
of Maizhokunggar (Medro Gongkar), alt. 4800m (D. E. 
Boufford & al. 30022, 13 Aug. 2000, TI). 

Chinese plants determined as M. horridula 
are different from these of the Himalayan 
regions in having so many flowers against a 
single or few flowers of the Himalayan ones. 
The Chinese plants seems to be derived from 
Meconopsis racemosa Maxim, from which 
they lost the aerial stems with numerous 
leaves and also inflorescnece axes. 

c. Meconopsis prattii (Prain) Prain in 
Curtis, Bot. Mag. 140: tab. 8568 (1914) - 
Grey-Wilson, Poppies: 194 (2000), excl. M. 
prainiana Kingdon-Ward in syn. - H. Ohba, 
Meconopsis : 193, fig. 35 (2006). 

[Fig. 3, right] 

Specimens collected: China. Sichuan. Daochen 
Xian, around Gongga Shan, 3850 m (S. Wu & al. 52, 
3 Aug. 1997, KUN, TI); Xiaojin Xian, Rilong-a pass 
of Balang Shan-Wenchuan Xian, Wolong, 4310 m (H. 
Ikeda & al. 100166, 6 Sept. 1998, KUN, TI); 
Xiangcheng Xian, Reda Lincha upstream on Mayi 
River from the town of Reda, 29 0 8'31 // E, 99°38 59' N, 
3450-3500 m (D. E. Boufford & al. 28848, 17 July 
1998, A, TI). Xizang (Tibet). Baxoi Xian, Rawu-Bax 
oi, 4400 m (S. Akiyama & al. 105753, 4 Aug. 2000, 
KUN, TI); Markam Xian, Markam-a village ca. 10 km 
NW of Markam-Markam, 3900 m (S. Akiyama & al. 
105428, 13 July 2000, KUN, TI); Markam Xian, be¬ 
tween Markam and Zogang, alt. 4280m (D. E. 
Boufford & al. 29445, 15 July 2000, A, TI). 

Meconopsis prattii and also M. prainiana 
can produce as many as 15 flowers without 
conspicuous leafy bract, two or three of 
which open similtaneously. The flowers of 
M. prattii has widely spreading pedicels usu¬ 
ally shorter than 1.5 cm long. In Wu & al. 52 
the plant on the left side is a transitional 
form btween M. prattii and M. rudis. 

d. Meconopsis rudis (Prain) Prain in Ann. 
Bot. 20: 347 (1906) - Grey-Wilson, Poppies: 
205 (2000) - H. Ohba, Meconopsis : 189, fig. 


33 (2006). [Fig. 3, left] 

Specimens collected: China. Sichuan. Daochen 
Xian, around Gongga Shan, 4700 m (S. Wu & al. 
1182, 4 Aug. 1997, KUN, TI). Yunnan. Deqen Xian, 
Mt. Baima Xueshan, 4435 m (S. Akiyama & al. 1020, 
26 July 2001, KUN, TI). Lijiang Xian, Qilanbiao, 
Yulong Xueshan, 3500-3900 m (M. Kato & al. 2320, 
1 Aug. 1988, KUN, TI). Zhongdian Xian. Da Xue 
Shan, 4120-4440 m (S. K. Wu & al. 1156, 26 Sept. 
1994, KUN, TI); 3600-4200 m (S. K. Wu & al. 0035, 
28 Sept. 1994, KUN, TI); Hong Shan, 4280 m (S. Wu 
& al. 103426, 1 Aug. 1999, KUN, TI). 

The typical form is distinguished clearly 
from M. horridula or M. racemosa by the 
blue green, oblong-elliptic or narrowly 
obllong leaves with rather wide petioles, and 
the sparse prominent spine-like bristles on 
leaves with blackish red purple basal 
blotches. 

The height is usually 20 to 25 cm and 
seldom more than 25 cm like M. prattii and 
M. prainiana. The racemes are condensed 
with 6 to 10 flowers, two or three of which 
open similtaneously. Akiyama & al. 1020 
from Mt. Baima Xueshan (Deqen Xian) is a 
transitional form between M. rudis and M. 
prattii , with blackish botched base of hairs 
on leaves. 

e. Meconopsis prainiana Kingdon-Ward 
in Garden 90: 115 (Feb. 1926); in Gard. 
Chron., ser. 3, 79: 308 (Apr. 1926); in Ann. 
Bot. 40: 540 (1926); in J. Roy. Hort. Soc. 
52: 24 (1927) - H. Ohba, Meconopsis : 196, 
with photos (2006). [Fig. 4] 

Specimen examined: China. Xizang (Tibet). 
Nyingchi Xian, between the cities of Linzhi (Nyingchi) 
and Bomi (Pome); Seji (Serkyim) La, alt. 4500 m (D. 
E. Boufford & al. 30116, 17 Aug. 2000, TI). 

The type of this species was collected at 
Temo La, SE Tibet, and was regarded as a 
merely robust form of M. horridula by 
Taylor (1934). Grey-Wilson (2000) reduced 
this in the synonymy of M. prattii. The typi¬ 
cal form of M. prainiana becomes more than 
60 cm tall and has lanceolate or narrowly 
ovate leaves rather sparsely with coarse 
spine-like bristles 3-7 mm long without 




Fig. 3. Left. Meconopsis prattii (Prain) Prain. China. Xizang (Tibet): Markam Xian, Markam (S. Akiyama & al. 105428, TI). Right. M. rudis (Prain) Prain. 
Yunnan: Zhongdian Xian, Hong Shan (S. Wu & al. 103426, TI). 
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Fig. 4. Meconopsis prainiana Kingdon-Ward. China. Xizang (Tibet): Nyingchi Xian, Seji (Serkyim) La (D. 
E. Boufford & al. 30116, TI). 
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blackish basal blotches and nomamlly 4 or 5 
petaled flowers 5-7 cm wide, and differs 
from M. prattii with plants usually less than 
60 cm tall, ascending pedicels longer than 5 
cm long, and leaves with relatively soft 
hairs. However transitional forms between 
them have been collected in Tibet as follows: 
Baxoi Xian, Anjiu La, between N of Rawu 
(Raog) and Baxoi (Paksho), alt. 4480-4650 
m (D. E. Boufford & al. 29724, 27 July 
2000, TI); loc. cit., alt. 4400 m (S. Akiyama 
& al. 105753, 4 Aug. 2000, TI). 

6) Meconopsis pseudohorridula C. Y. 

Wu & H. Chuang ex H. Chuang, FI. Xizang. 
2: 234 (1999). [Fig. 1, left] 

Specimens collected: China. Yunnan. Deqen Xian, 
Meili Xueshan, Suola, 4500 m (S. Wu & al. 103539, 
21 Aug. 1999, KUN, TI). Tibet. Nyingchi Xian: 
Between Linzhi (Nyingchi) and Bomi (Pome), Seji 
(Serkyim) La, 4600m (D. E. Boufford & al. 30117, 17 
Aug. 2000, TI). 

This species seems to approach to M. 
pseudovenusta G. Taylor in having pinnate 
leaves with pale green undersurface and 
thick cylindrical, unbranched rootstock. The 
corolla usually consists of four petals, but 
sometimes of 5 or 6 ones. The conspicuous 
spreading bristle hairs on stalks and blue 
petals of this are remarkable points to distin¬ 
guish this from M. pseudovenusta and also 
suggest the similarity with M. horridula. 

7) Meconopsis psilonomma Farrer var. 
sinomaculata (Grey-Wilson) H. Ohba 
[.Meconopsis : 206, fig. 42 (2006), comb, 
nud.], comb, et stat. nov. 

Meconopsis sinomaculata Grey-Wilson in 
The Plantsman, n. s., 8: 227 (2002). 

Meconopsis psilonomma is similar to M. 
henricii but distinguishable by the height at¬ 
taining 25 to 35(-60) cm tall and the rela¬ 
tively large flowers (7-9 cm wide) with 
ascending petals. Variety sinomaculata dif¬ 
fers from var. psilonomma in having 
blotched corolla (Grey-Wilson 2002). 


8) Meconopsis integrifolia (Maxim.) 
Franch. in Bull. Soc. Bot. France 33 : 389 
(1886) - G. Taylor, Acc. Meconopsis : 57 
(1934), pro parte, excl. M. pseudointegrifolia 
in syn. - Grey-Wilson in New Plantsman 3 : 
30 (1996); Poppies: 184 (2000) - H. Ohba, 
Meconopsis : 168, fig. 20 (2006). 

Specimens collected: China. Sichuan. Daocheng 
Xian, around Gongga Shan, (Beiyu, a pasture), 3920- 
4580 m (S. Wu & al. 2303, 22 Aug. 1996, KUN, TI). 
Xiaojin Xian, Rilong-a pass of Balang Shan-Wenchu 
an Xian, Wolong, 4310 m (H. Ikeda 100164, 6 Sept. 
1998, KUN, TI). 

Subsp. lijiangensis Grey-Wilson in New 
Plantsman 3 : 33 (1996); Poppies: 185 
( 2000 ). 

Specimens collected: China. Sichuan. Daocheng 
Xian, around Gongga Shan, 4650 m (S. Wu & al. 66, 
6 Aug. 1997, KUN, TI); Xiangcheng Xian, around 
Wuming Shan, 4400 m (S. Wu & al. 1004, 27 July 
1997, KUN, TI). 

9) Meconopsis pseudointegrifolia Prain 
in Ann. Bot. 20: 353 (1906) - Grey-Wilson 
in New Plantsman 3: 33 (1996); Poppies: 
196 (2000) - H. Ohba, Meconopsis : 171, fig. 
21 (2006). 

Meconopsis integrifolia auct. non Prain: 
G. Taylor, Acc. Meconopsis : 57 (1934). 

Specimens collected: China. Yunnan. Zhongdian 
Xian, Haba Xueshan, Haba Hai, 4050 m (S. Wu & al. 
103493, 11 Aug. 1999, KUN, TI). Xizang (Tibet). 
Mozhugongka Xian, Mila mountain (S. G. Wu & al. 
106075, 6 Aug. 2001, KUN, TI). 

The history, diagnostic characters and dis¬ 
tribution are fully mentioned by Grey- 
Wilson (1996, 2000). 
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